THE  FOUR  GEORGES
The risings in the North of England and in Scotland were
to be purely subsidiary, and James himself was to land
near Plymouth. The first step was to be the seizure of
Bristol, where the moving spirit was a merchant of the
name of Hart, and of Plymouth, where Sir John Maclean,
Ormonde's secretary, claimed to have won over the
officers of the garrison.1 This would give the Jacobites
possession of the two great ports of the West, and thus
enable them to communicate with their friends on the
Continent. It was sound strategy, and showed that the
lessons of the Civil War, when the King suffered greatly
from the lack of seaports, had not been forgotten.
Meanwhile the disturbances all over the kingdom con-
tinued, and in addition to those places already mentioned
there was rioting at Peterborough, Leek, and Burton-on-
Trent. When a Captain Burrows arrived at Oxford to
beat up for dragoons, he and his men were pelted with
stones by Balliol undergraduates, and compelled to
desist from their recruiting activities. This prompted
an Oxonian Whig to write to The Flying-Post:
"Things are come to that pass here that if any trades-
man speaks a word against such proceedings he is
threatened with ruin, for there's hardly a college
servant, such as manciples and cooks, but are Jacks/'2
It had not been easy for James, far away in Lorraine,
whither he had been compelled to betake himself on the
conclusion of the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713, to discover
1	cf. HM.C. Stuart Papers, Vol. I, pp. 532-533;  Compleat History of the Late
Rebellion, p. 31;  and Dawks'$ News-Letter•, Sept. 24.   Maclean was, according
to Burnet, head of the clan Maclean, and he fought for James at Shcriffmuir,
though he had betrayed the Scottish plot of 1706 to Nottingham.   Was Hort,
or Hart, the same as the man of that name who had been President of the ultra-
Royalist Gloucestershire Society in 1700?
2	August 3o-Sept. i.

